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State’s Conversion Scale 

AIS services will not solely be based on the 2012-2013 test results 

The low passing rate was predicted 

 



What Are The Challenges Ahead? 

• While we support the Common Core Curriculum, issues related to 
instructional implementation, student testing and the use of test 
results have introduced debate about the potential benefits of 
Common Core. 

 
• Any major change takes time, attention to sequence of activities 

and opportunity to use experience to improve. 
 
• It is going to take time for teachers to build their new toolkits. 
 
• Ongoing professional development will be required. 
 
• Successful implementation will always be “a work in progress.” 

 

 

 



More Challenging Points… 

• NYS Testing Has Increased Dramatically 

 

• The Tests Were Too Long 

 

• Ambiguous Questions Appeared Throughout The Exams 

 

• State Measures Are Contradictory  

– (Algebra vs. Grade 8 Math Assessment) 

 

• Students Labeled As Failures Are Forced Out Of Classes 

 

• The Tests are Threatening Other State Initiatives 

 

 



Student Testing…Our Challenges 

• The recent overreliance on standardized testing has led to a de-emphasis on the 
basic purpose of testing: to improve instruction. 
– The distorted philosophy that we can measure college and career readiness at 

8 years old. 
 

• Continued attention must be given to the effects of test length, frequency and 
time devoted to student test preparation. 
 

• Equally important will be timely availability of test results to teachers and how 
those results can be used to improve quality of instruction and richness of 
curriculum. 
 

• The misperception that the Common Core and student testing are critically linked 
and one and the same. 
 

• The assessments must tightly link to the standards. When that happens the 
data will be worth looking at. 
 

 
 
 
 



How we can focus the work of the 
Common Core on learning rather than 

on testing? 



How Do I Talk To My Child About The 
Test Results? 

• The standards for learning and tests have changed. 
 
• The questions were harder and adjusting to the new standards and this new way 

of learning may be tough at first. 
 
• Lower test scores do not mean you didn’t learn enough or didn't work hard last 

year. 
 

• The tests are meant to help your teachers support your learning. 
 

• Tests are not the only way that teachers find out what you have learned and in 
what areas that you need more help. 
 

• As your parents, along with your teachers, we believe in you and will support you 
in learning what you need to know.  

 
• The test scores are not the full picture of who you are as a student. 

 
 



How Do I Talk To My Child About The 
Test Results? 

• The tests are only one piece of what you know as a student, and the tests give 
teachers information about where support is needed. 

 

• Teachers also look at class work, effort and other factors to get a full picture of 
who you are as a student. 

 

• When you face tests or schoolwork that seems really hard, it is important to keep 
trying and not give up. It is okay to struggle and I believe you can meet the 
challenge. Remember to never be afraid to ask questions; you should ask your 
teachers and other adults questions regarding your schoolwork, the tests, and the 
new standards. 

 

• Remember if you continue to work hard and persist through difficulties, you will 
be prepared to be successful in school and life. 
 

 
 



What Can Families Do At Home To 
Support This Work? 



ELA Expectations & Ideas for Parents 

 



Math Expectations & Ideas for Parents 

 



 
 Required Fluencies in the Common 

Core State Standards for Mathematics  



Academic Vocabulary  



In The End… 
• We are invested in the Common Core  

– Although the Common Core is negatively linked to politics and testing, there 
are aspects we embrace. A few examples include: 
• Emphasis on non-fiction 
• Emphasis on academic vocabulary 
• Emphasis on thematic planning 
• Focus on evidence-based analysis 
• Focus on real-life math problem-solving skills with an emphasis on speed 

and accuracy 
• Focus on texts worth reading and questions worth asking 

 

• The success of Common Core standards will rest not with the results of an 
individual assessment but with real-life evidence that: 
– Roslyn High School graduation rate continues be about 99% 
– 99% of our students attend two- or four-year colleges 
– The percent of students who attend  four-year colleges increase every year 
– 410 students took at least one AP exam 
– Algebra Exam- 97% passing  
– English Exam-96% passing 

 
 

 



And Finally… 

• Teaching and learning the skills needed for 
academic success: 

• Perseverance 

• Courage 

• Hope 

• Self-discipline 

• Resilience 

• Self-regulation 

 



Helpful Resources 

• Teachers College Website 
– http://readingandwritingproject.com/ 

• Resource to support the reading and writing work 

• Scholastic Book Wizard App 
– Helpful to identify grade equivalent level and interest level 

• www.booksource.com 
– Good resource for high interest and/or grade level text 

 

http://readingandwritingproject.com/
http://readingandwritingproject.com/
http://www.booksource.com/

